
                            Minutes of Dedham Parish Council meeting[image: Dedham Parish Council]

                            1st June 2026 6:30pm at Duchy Barn




Attendees:	Cllr Bourn, Cllr Harrison, Cllr McLaughlin, Cllr Beeton, Cllr Haines, Cllr Halsall
	Cllr Main.

Present:	Clerk: Carol Harbach
	Cllrs Armstrong and Bottwood – Langham Parish Council
	Cllr Sara Naylor Essex County Councill (ECC) and Colchester City Council (CCC)
	Cllr Rowe CCC councillor
 		27 Members of the public

26/044	Welcome and apologies of absence.
Cllr Bourn welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were given by 
Cllr Sneddon.

26/045		Declaration of Members Interests
No other declarations were raised.
26/046		Public Open Forum
Residents raised concerns regarding poor mobile phone coverage following changes to local mast infrastructure, which has reportedly left parts of Dedham and Langham with limited or no signal. Cllr Beeton agreed to work with local representatives and Essex County Council (ECC) to escalate the matter. Residents were encouraged to submit evidence of coverage issues to the Parish Clerk.
Action: Cllr Beeton
Concerns were also expressed regarding anti-social behaviour along the River Stour and the need for greater support from Suffolk authorities, police, and parking enforcement during peak visitor periods. Residents were advised to report incidents directly to the relevant authorities and obtain incident reference numbers where possible.
Updates were provided on village maintenance, including litter collection, footpath cutting, and ongoing concerns regarding footpaths, Castle Hill and other locations regarding Highways works. Further work and monitoring will continue.
A resident reported that after the last parish council meeting there was a meeting between some residents with Sara Naylor as they were leaving and Sara listened to what they had to say and if have any problems to go to her.
There seems to be some footpath cutting missing from Forge Street to Manningtree Road. Cllr Halsall will speak to the new contractor as he may have not been aware of this previously.
Action Cllr Halsall
The hedge cutting outside Munnings Museum will be followed up by Cllr Bourn.
26/047		Approval of Previous Minutes
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11 May 2026 – proposed Cllr Beeton seconded Cllr Haines and the Residents’ Meeting held on 18 May 2026 were proposed by Cllr Andrews seconded by Cllr Harrison approved unanimously.
Matters Arising
Several ongoing matters were reviewed, including:
·              Village sign restoration.
·              Footpath maintenance programme. 
·              Highways issues.
·              Wheelie bin changes.
·              Bus service updates.
·              Padel tennis proposal.
26/049		Visitors Report (ECC and Colchester City Council)
                           Essex County Council
Cllr Naylor reported that that Reform are now in the majority on the Council and their priority is potholes. Further details regarding funding allocation and repair priorities will follow.
Cllrs raised concerns regarding the deteriorating condition of the footpath leading to the Sports Club. This was requested to go to Highways to be highlighted as a problem and is a dangerous part of the village for pedestrians. Cllr Naylor will follow up.
Colchester City Council
Cllr Rowe provided an update on changes to waste and recycling services. While future service changes are planned, current collection days in Dedham remain unchanged. Residents were advised that further information will be provided as details become available. Information is available on the CCC website. Extra recycle bags can be ordered on line.
26/050		Langham 900 Housing Development Presentation
Representatives from Langham Parish Council presented concerns regarding the proposed allocation of approximately 900 new homes in Langham under the Local Plan.
· Key concerns included: 
· Significant increases in village population and traffic.
· Pressure on already constrained sewage infrastructure
· Increased flood risk affecting local waterways and meadows.
· Lack of supporting infrastructure, including healthcare, public transport, and education provision
· Potential environmental impacts on the River Stour and surrounding landscape.
Councillors and residents discussed the long-term implications of the development and thanked Langham Parish Council for their presentation.
26/051		Impact of Bank Holiday Weekend
The Council reviewed the significant challenges experienced during the recent Bank Holiday weekend, including:
· Severe parking congestion.
· Anti-social behaviour.
· Increased littering.
· Public safety concerns.
· Impacts on local businesses and residents.
Reports included incidents requiring police attendance, parking enforcement activity, and concerns regarding emergency vehicle access.
A multi-agency stakeholder group has now been established involving local councils, police, enforcement teams, and other partners. Weekly meetings and regular updates will be undertaken to coordinate action on:
· Parking management.
· Water safety.
· Litter control.
· Anti-social behaviour.
· Visitor management.
Residents were encouraged to continue reporting incidents to police and enforcement agencies. Please contact the correct police area for incident e.g. Essex or Suffolk depending which side of river the incident is occurring.

26/052		Image of Dedham
The Council discussed concerns regarding the village’s public image and the portrayal of Dedham on social media and in the press. It was agreed that a dedicated group should be established to develop a long-term communications strategy aimed at promoting a positive image of the village while addressing ongoing challenges.
It was agreed that the Communications group should consider this and liaise with the Chair
Action: Cllrs Sneddon and Bourn 
26/053		Parish Plan
Deferred to the next meeting.
26/054		Patients Group Update
No update was available. Item remains ongoing.
26/055		Padel Tennis Proposal
The Council considered a request to explore the feasibility of introducing padel tennis facilities in Dedham from the last residents meeting.
Following discussion, councillors agreed to undertake a feasibility study in principle, subject to future consultation and without committing expenditure at this stage. The proposal for the feasibility study was voted on with 6 yes ,1 abstain and 1 against, this was approved by majority vote.
Action: Cllrs Bourn and Andrews to convene feasibility group
26/056		Playground Improvements
Deferred pending further information.
26/057		Finance and Administration
		057.1 To approve payments in accordance with the 26/27 Budget
		Warden invoices and receipts for May 26			  788.70
		Clerks Salary – May 26					  595.80
		HMRC Tax/NI							  197.79
		Greensleeve Insulation for Dedham Sports Club		  799.00
		Playsafety Ltd – RoSPA annual inspection			  232.80
 		Krystal Hosting Ltd Website hosting				    12.00
		Dedham Works Social Media works				  200.00
		M. Rich Playground inspections May 26			  200.00
		C. Sneddon- reimbursement for SB email account                    138.24
		CCC car park fees Inv 20225579/80				  549.36
		Heelis & Lodge Internal Auditor 25/26                                        350.00
		Dunmow Training – A Andrews Cllr Training			  260.00
		Moser Groundcare – grass cutting on fields                           1,408.82
		C. Harbach – mileage						   52.00
		DPCC - Duchy Barn Hire                                                                   60.00
		AD Mitchell electrical works Dedham Sports Club                1,804.80
		Clear Insurance for Council (to be confirmed)                       2,254.05
		Plus cricket club grant (if approved below)                             1,348.00
									          ========
									         £12,803.66

The further payment expenditure sheets will be circulated before the meeting to all councillors in the future.
A question was asked regarding the Dedham Works invoice and the contract details will be requested from Cllr Sneddon.


Quotes received to be agreed 
ESRI UK – Mapping renewal				           £1,260.00 agreed
Village sign quote                                                                        £4,071.20
The village sign quote was thought to be too expensive and other contractors will be sort and the information bought back to the council for consideration.

		Balance in bank at 30/5/26	£ 294,287.32
		Income £34,877.32 Expenditure £ 7,492.40

057.2 Grant Application
A grant of £1,348 was approved for Dedham Cricket Club towards the purchase of new scoreboards.
Storage of various sports equipment will be discussed at the meeting with the Sports Club next week. Cllr Main will follow this up and take this to the committee.

057.3 Administrative Support
Further work will be undertaken to develop proposals regarding additional administrative support, including job descriptions and funding options.
Action: Cllrs Bourn and Harrison with Parish Clerk to outline proposed job description and report back to next Council meeting
26/058		Planning report recommendations on planning applications listed below:    
		Update from Planning meeting 1st June 2026
058.1 Planning Applications – Observations conveyed under delegated    
		            authority since last meeting.
		260721 - Grove Cottage West, Grove Hill, Dedham Colchester CO7 6DX
(Retrospective) Replacement of Window and door on the back of the house with like for like material and design, replacement of a plastic down pipe to cast iron per original.
DPC Comment: No comment
		
058.2 Planning Applications – Decisions received since last meeting
		None at time of posting of agenda

26/059		Infrastructure
		0.59.1 Trading Bay policy formal proposal – action from last meeting
		The papers have been circulated on this.
The Council reviewed proposals for formal regulation of the Trading Bay in the village square. Further consideration will be given to operating hours before progressing to consultation. The updated information will be brought back to the council.
Action Cllr Beeton
0.59.2 NEPP and parking
- to note recent changes in parking provision for overnight parking 
Not discussed deferred to next meeting.

-to note continuing problems with parking on Trading Bay and recommend 
for approval an application for amendment to parking regulations to make formal provision for its utilisation and enforcement.  Estimated cost of £1,100 if fully implemented.  
Ongoing parking issues were discussed, with potential changes to enforcement arrangements being considered.

0.59.3- to receive update on recent dialogue with Highways about water problems on Castle Hill
An update was received regarding longstanding drainage issues at Castle Hill. Investigations suggest blockages and historical alterations to drainage routes may be contributing factors. Discussions with landowners will continue.to resolve this problem.
Action: Cllr Beeton

0.59.4- update on bus service representation - 
Nothing had been received back from the bus company to date 
Action: Cllr Beeton will contact them again.
- to receive proposal and consideration of restoration project of village sign 
and estimate for proposed works.  Report had been circulated on this item.  
Village sign should not be agreed and not to be decided today and looked at further. Deferred to infrastructure group.

0.59.5- Sports Club - to receive an update on various issues
Meeting planned with the Sports Club on 9th June.
It was noted as well as strategic matters there will be discussion of football on Sundays and Padel court idea
0.59.6- update on plaque on wall of Marlborough Pub
		This has been removed from the outside wall and is now inside the pub.

26/060	Communications
	0.60 update
The Council noted ongoing improvements to the parish website, with further updates expected at the next meeting.
26/061		Clerk's Report
The Clerk reported:
· Continued resident concerns regarding mobile phone coverage.
· An email of thanks was received from Dedham Sports Club for recently funded equipment of the pool table mover.
· A request from a resident regarding the Duchy Barn arrangements to improve audibility. Possible solutions will be explored.
26/061		Closure of meeting
The meeting closed at 8:30pm.



Confidential Items
The Council considered confidential matters relating to:
· Training arrangements agreed to go ahead with one day training in July.
· Managing the current situation regarding the river and water meadows. Working groups were formed involved Cllrs and representatives from local bodies

Signed …………………………………….
Cllr Bourn
Date …………………………………………
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