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Essex County Council

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3)

SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT FOR PAID VEGETATION CUTTING 2026

General

1. All routes for which payment for maintenance will be made under this
agreement shall be public footpaths, bridleways, byways or restricted
byways as shown on the Definitive Map and which Essex County Council
has a statutory duty to maintain.

2. This agreement is only valid for the financial year in which it is signed.

Essex County Council will:

3. On receipt of an invoice accompanied by proof of payment, reimburse the
Parish Council to the maximum value of £.2125.35.. for
the provision of vegetation cutting. This amount is included in
the overall grant confirmation.

The Parish Council agrees to:

4. Give notification of when the paths will be cut (month) and confirmation
once it has been done

5. Undertake maintenance to lengths of routes that are cut including cutting
around stiles, gaps, kissing gates, bridle gates, sleeper crossings, culverts
or any other structures which would otherwise become overgrown.

6. Check that the person undertaking the cutting has full personal insurance
protection as no claims for injury sustained whilst vegetation cutting work
is being carried out can be accepted by Essex County Council as the
Highway Authority. All scheme participants must ensure they have public
liability insurance to a minimum cover of £5 million.

7. Check that the contractor will accept full responsibility for complying with
the provision of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and carry out a
Risk Assessment before the work is carried out. A Risk Assessment
checklist can be provided by Essex County Council as a guide for
contractors to use. If a handyman is used this will fall to the Parish
Council.



8. Ask contractors to supply copies of the following documentation prior to
the start of work. Without such documentation they cannot be employed
for working on the highway.

a) Public Liability Insurance (Minimum of £5 Million)

b) National recognised training certificates of each operative relevant
plant being offered (if appropriate).

c) proof of competency, this can be either training or experience (a signed
competancy form should be produced by a trained operative)

d) If working on PROW near roads, basic traffic management
preferably National Highways Sector Skills 12D module 1.

e) Risk Assessment and Method Statements.

f) Records of vehicle and plant maintenance.

Where a handyman is used the Parish Council must ensure competency.

9. Undertake quality checks on the cutting by the P3 representative or other
named person.

10.Be responsible for paying the contractor and reclaiming the agreed grant
from Essex County Council. A copy invoice must be submitted to Essex
County Council quoting the official order number which authorised the
work to be carried out.

11. Only be paid for those works completed in accordance with this
agreement and will be reimbursed for no more than the agreed grant.

12. Payments for the cutting of public rights of way will not be paid if
paths have not been cut as agreed, paths are cut which are not the
definitive line or if your PROW Inspector has not been informed
when the work will take place.

| agree to the conditions set out in this Service Level Agreement:

Signature: ..., Date: e





